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Publisher’s Note:  As all close followers of India know, the nation has just gone 

through what many considered to be a near-revolutionary change in government. 

And then, things went quiet.  

 

In this issue, SNS Asia Editor Rafiq Dossani brings us a no-holds-barred view of 

exactly how the election was won, who really is in charge today in India, and what 

we should expect of the new prime minister – and those who helped put him there.  

 

While this may not be the story anyone wants to hear, it may also be the most 

honest description you’ll read about India’s convoluted political calculus and where 

that math is leading the nation, and its trading partners, next. – mra.  

 

 

 

 
 

THE INDIA REPORT: MR. MODI’S INDIA  
 

     by Rafiq Dossani 

 

 

For India’s middle class, the election of Prime Minister Narendra Modi in May 2014 

was a vote for good governance. They were attracted by his promise of making India 

like Gujarat, the state he had led for a decade as its chief minister. During that 

decade-long rule, Gujarat had achieved high growth rates – the fourth-highest 

among all states over the period (although, as Fig. 1 shows, there is some hype in 

the claim). It was one of a handful of states with surplus electric power and good 

highways.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


